
TEMPERAMENT: Gentle, self-assured, calm; a reliable family 
companion. 

HEAD: Rectangular shaped with slightly arched crown, muzzle 
and skull are rectangular and planes parallel; defined by a 
moderate stop. Face is covered with a black mask that extends 
to and over the eyes. 

GENERAL APPEARANCE: Large, muscular, elegant, working dog 
with a balanced build. A dog or bitch is easily discernible as such. 

Leonberger Characteristics

EXPRESSION: Good-natured, soft and intelligent. 

EYES: Dark brown, 
medium in size, 
almond to oval-shaped. 

EARS: Medium 
sized, triangular, 
fleshy, hanging flat, 
reaching corners 
of mouth. 

BITE/TEETH: 
Scissors preferred 
with full dentition.

NECK: Muscular, 
of sufficient length to 
allow for proud head 
carriage. 

BODY: Broad, deep 
chest reaching elbow, 
pronounced pro-sternum, 
ribs well-sprung, oval. 
Neck blends smoothly 
into firm, level topline. 

TAIL: Sufficient length 
to reach hock. Bushy. 
Carried straight down 
when relaxed. When 
gaiting, carried 
preferably no higher 
than level of the back. 

FEET: Front feet 
rounded, tight, toes well 
arched. Rear feet may 
be slightly elongated. 

COAT: Medium long, double coat, straight preferred, slight 
wave permitted. Body outline is recognizable. Mature 
males carry a mane. Distinctive feathering on ears, front 
legs and breeches.

COLOR: Lion yellow, golden to red 
and red-brown, sand-colored. 
All colors may have black tips. 

GAIT: Powerful and balanced, light 
on its feet and graceful in motion.

HEIGHT: Males 28 to 31.5 inches Females 25.5 to 29.5 inches. 
Weight in proportion to size.

HINDQUARTERS: 
Muscular, well boned, 
stifle and hock clearly 
angulated, legs parallel, 
hocks well let down.

CROUP: Long, gently 
sloping.

UNDERLINE: Only 
slightly tucked.

FOREQUARTERS: 
Well laid back, forelegs 
straight, well-boned, 
strong pasterns.

As type includes coat, no alterations to coat are allowed. Neatening of toes permitted.


